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Figure 1-1: Extent of the proposed road development in Galway City (Not to Scale)
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                  
     

          




    BusConnects Galway: Dublin Road 

  Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Report 

    Page 2 

                   
                   
           

                   
               
        

                
                 
                
  

               
             
                
       

                            
                   
                   
               
        

              
                  
                               
                 
                 
     

         
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Figure 1-2 Proposed Core Bus Routes (Galway Transport Strategy 2016) 

                
                           
                 
                   
                    
                  
                  
                   
                                 
                                                                                                                                                                    

   

              
               
                           
                
        

       

             
                 
                             
                
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                               
                
  

                
                            
                 
                 
                             
                          
     

               
              
              
                  
                 
        

                
                       
                        
               
                        
  

              
   

        
             
                          

                
  

             
               

  
                              

   
                            

   
           
                          

    

            
     
        
        
        
         

             
  
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       
       
       
         
     
     
       
              
     
            

              
 

                             
                         
                                 
                         
                 
                    
                 
                     
              

                   
                     
                
                             
                
                  
                 
                      
                   
                      
     

               
               
        

                
        

               
                    
.               
                  
                
                

                 
                
                       
       
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     


 

               
               
         

 

             

                
              
               
        

        
          
          

     
       
        
          

      

 

             
 

            
            

           
        

            
   

             
  

            
       

                
 

                     
        

                   
            
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                            
      

                      
       

            
   

                   
                     
                            
                 
                   
                   
                          
                       
                    
                             
                  

                                 
                

                   
   

                                  
         

Articles 4(4) and 4(5) of the EIA Directive 

“4(4). Where Member States decide to require a determination for projects listed in Annex II, the developer 

shall  provide  information  on  the  characteristics  of  the  project  and  its  likely  significant  effects  on  the 

environment. The detailed list of information to be provided is specified in Annex IIA. The developer shall 

take into account, where relevant, the available results of other relevant assessments of the effects on the 

environment carried out  pursuant  to Union  legislation other  than  this Directive.  The developer may also 

provide a description of any features of  the project and/or measures envisaged to avoid or prevent what 

might otherwise have been significant adverse effects on the environment.  

4(5). The competent authority shall make its determination, on the basis of the information provided by the 

developer  in accordance with paragraph 4 taking  into account, where relevant,  the  results of preliminary 

verifications or assessments of the effects on the environment carried out pursuant to Union legislation other 

than this Directive. The determination shall be made available to the public and:   

(a) where  it  is decided  that an environmental  impact assessment  is required, state  the main reasons  for 

requiring such assessment with reference to the relevant criteria listed in Annex III; or  

(b) where it is decided that an environmental impact assessment is not required, state the main reasons for 

not requiring such assessment with reference to the relevant criteria listed in Annex III, and, where proposed 

by  the developer, state any  features of  the project and/or measures envisaged to avoid or prevent what 

might otherwise have been significant adverse effects on the environment.” 
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ANNEX II A of EIA Directive 

ANNEX IIA INFORMATION REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 4(4) (INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED BY 

THE DEVELOPER ON THE PROJECTS LISTED IN ANNEX II)  

1. A description of the project, including in particular: (a) a description of the physical characteristics of the 

whole project and, where relevant, of demolition works; (b) a description of the location of the project, with 

particular regard to the environmental sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affected.  

2. A description of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by the project.  

3. A description of any likely significant effects, to the extent of the information available on such effects, of 

the project on the environment resulting from: (a) the expected residues and emissions and the production 

of waste, where relevant; (b) the use of natural resources, in particular soil, land, water and biodiversity. The 

criteria  of  Annex  III  shall  be  taken  into  account,  where  relevant,  when  compiling  the  information  in 

accordance with points 1 to 3. 

ANNEX III of the EIA Directive 

SELECTION CRITERIA REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 4(3) (CRITERIA TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE 

PROJECTS LISTED IN ANNEX II SHOULD BE SUBJECT TO AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

ASSESSMENT)  

1. Characteristics of projects  

The characteristics of projects must be considered, with particular regard to:  

(a) the size and design of the whole project;  

(b) the cumulation with other existing and/or approved projects;  

(c) the use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity;  

(d) the production of waste;  

(e) pollution and nuisances;  

(f)  the  risk  of  major  accidents  having  regard  in  particular  to  substances  or  technologies  used  and/  or 

disasters  which  are  relevant  to  the  project  concerned,  including  those  caused  by  climate  change,  in 

accordance with scientific knowledge;  

(g) the risks to human health (for example due to water contamination or air pollution).  

2. Location of projects  

The environmental sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affected by projects must be considered, 

having regard in, with particular regard to:  

(a) the existing and approved land use;  

(b) the relative abundance, availability, quality and regenerative capacity of natural resources (including soil, 

land, water and biodiversity) in the area and its underground;  

(c) the absorption capacity of the natural environment, paying particular attention to the following areas:  

(i) wetlands, riparian areas, river mouths;  
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(ii) coastal zones and the marine environment;  

(iii) mountain and forest areas;  

(iv) nature reserves and parks;  

(v) areas classified or protected under Member States' national legislation; special protection Natura  

2000 areas designated by Member States pursuant to Directive 92/43/EEC and Directive 2009/147/EC;  

(vi) areas in which there has already been a failure to meet the environmental quality standards, laid  

down in Union legislation have already been exceeded and relevant to the project, or in which it is  

considered that there is such a failure;  

(vii) densely populated areas;  

(viii) landscapes and sites of historical, cultural or archaeological significance.  

3. Type and characteristics of the potential impact  

The potential likely significant effects of projects on the environment must be considered in relation to criteria 

set out in points 1 and 2 of this Annex, and having with regard in particular to the impact of the project on 

the factors specified in Article 3(1), taking into account:  

(a) the magnitude and spatial extent of the impact (for example geographical area and size of the affected 

population likely to be affected);  

(b) the nature of the impact;  

(b) the transboundary nature of the impact;  

(c) the intensity and complexity of the impact;  

(d) the probability of the impact;  

(f) the expected onset, duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact;  

(g) the cumulation of the impact with the impact of other existing and/or approved projects;  

(h) the possibility of effectively reducing the impact. 
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 

             
             
               
              
   

                    
                
               
                
  

    

             
                 
           
           
             
        

3.1.1 Relevant definitions under Section 2 of Roads Act, 1993, as amended

             

“(a) any street, lane, footpath, square, court, alley or passage,

(b) any bridge, viaduct, underpass, subway, tunnel, overpass, overbridge, flyover, carriageway (whether

single or multiple), pavement or footway,

(c) any weighbridge or other facility for the weighing or inspection of vehicles, toll plaza or other facility for

the collection of tolls, service area, emergency telephone, first aid post, culvert, arch, gulley, railing, fence,

wall, barrier, guardrail, margin, verge, kerb, lay-by, hard shoulder, island, pedestrian refuge, median, central

reserve, channeliser, roundabout, gantry, pole, ramp, bollard, pipe, wire, cable, sign, signal or lighting

forming part of the road, and

(d) any other structure or thing forming part of the road

(i) used, or the use of which is reasonably required, for the safety, convenience or amenity of road users or

for the construction, maintenance, operation or management of the road or for the protection of the

environment, or (ii) prescribed by the Minister”;

              

“road authority”, except in Part V, means a local authority;

roposed road development           
    

              

“public road” means a road over which a public right of way exists and the responsibility for the maintenance

of which lies on a road authority.
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                  
                  
                   
                
the carrying out of any works in, on, over or under land, or the making of any material change in the use of 
any land or structures situated on land 

                

Table 3-1 Summary of Legislative Requirements for EIA Screening 

Road Projects where an EIA is Mandatory  Regulatory Reference 

              

             

              

          
           

  
      

     
   
    
      
    

    

        
       
        
       
      
        
         

     

      
     

 

       
       

   

      
     

 

           
            

           
           
          

        

        

             
          

           
           
           

           

        
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             
          

    
   

    
      
    

     
      
     

   

      
      

    
   
      

        

     
      

        
       

       
       
       

 

     
      
    

 

3.1.2  EIA Screening of Road Development under the Roads Act 1993 

                
               
                               
                 
        

               
             

Table 3-2 EIA Requirements under Section 50(1) of the Road Act 

Road Projects where an EIA is Mandatory 
Regulatory 
Reference 

EIA Requirements                                                            
(Yes/No) 

     
   
   

  

NoNo        
   

Mandatory Threshold Trigger not applicable. 

     
   
   

  

NoNo        
    

Mandatory Threshold Trigger not applicable. 

      
   
   

  

NoNo         

Mandatory Threshold Trigger not applicable. 

           
      
             
        

   
     

  
  
   

Yes       
     
         
        
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Road Projects where an EIA is Mandatory 
Regulatory 
Reference 

EIA Requirements                                                            
(Yes/No) 

        
       
         
       
      
        
         
      

        
       
   

  
   
   
    
    
  

Mandatory Threshold has been Triggered 

3.1.3  Summary 

               
                   
                    
                    
      therefore the proposed road development exceeds the relevant threshold 
(500m) and a mandatory EIA is required
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    
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